
BRMC GUEST NEWS – June 2016 

Local Ride Activities 

In addition to the overall club activities each of the local geographies may have events during the month.  Check the 
main page of the website at www.borderriders.com for listings and additional details.   

 
Victoria Day Recap 

The 47th annual Victoria Day camping weekend was held on May 20-23 this year.  Several members and guests 
arrived early on Thursday in order to pick up the delivery truck, empty the storage locker, rent the generator, and to 
go shopping.  All of this took place in Wenatchee this year for the first 
time.  Tables and chairs were rented in Wenatchee and delivered to 
camp by the supplier like we did last year.  Fire wood was also 
delivered to the camp site. 

This arrangement made getting everything to camp much easier and 
camp was set up much more quickly and efficiently.  It also is saving 
the club money since doing it from Seattle like we did in the past was 
much more expensive. 

Even though Dan is now president, he has not given up his favorite job 
of building and decorating the Friday night camp fire.  As usual, it was 
beautifully decorated with a large variety of flowers and moss.   

 

Mark B. and Jeff B. handled the registration as people arrived on Friday.  
Also available at registration this year was a tee shirt designed by Dave 
Jackson commemorating this year’s Victoria Day camp-out that 
members could buy.  Guardian bells with the club logo on them were 
also available for members to purchase. 

The Saturday day rides this year were spoiled for many campers by rain.  In spite of the rain a large group of riders 
followed Kerry Kozuki on a ride to Chelan where the rain stopped.  From there they headed to McNeil Canyon for a 
twisty curvy ride.  They then headed north to Brewster for lunch, and returned to camp via highway alt 97.   

Saturday evening there was 
a brief club meeting. 
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This year, the work groups for 
each meal were coordinated by a 
meal captain led by Jeff Conner.  
Even though Uncle Roy wasn’t on 
his feet most of the time, he was 
still there to answer questions, 
and to keep all of the workers on 
task.   

 

The Saturday 
night meal 
again had 
cook-it-
yourself 
steaks with 
chicken and 
vegetarian 
options 

available.   

The evening ended with social time around the camp fire, and the 
traditional christening of new bikes. 

 

 

 

Weather on Sunday was much better for those going home and 
for those who stayed at camp.  Tom Curley led us in our 
traditional memorial service honoring our fallen brothers.  A 

plaque with the names of 
BRMC charter members was 
placed on the memorial tree.   

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch Tom Curley lead a large group of members and guests on a day ride to Grouse Creek to visit the site of 
BRMC’s earliest Victoria Day camp-outs. There, we were able to see the memorial plaques of some of our earliest 
deceased members (and visit with hordes of mosquitos).  

 

 



After dinner on Sunday evening we started packing up the truck so 
that we wouldn’t have to do all the work Monday morning.  This was 
followed by another social time around the camp fire 

On Monday morning we finished packing up the truck.  We drove all of 
the camping gear back to the storage locker in Entiat.  From there 
most of the remaining members set off to find lunch.  Dan and John 
drove the truck and generator back to Wenatchee.  They then 
returned to the camp ground to pick up Dan’s bike and were the last to 
head home. 

 
We want to thank of the members and guests who helped do all the work to make this Victoria Day camp-out a 
huge success.  And we also want to thank Uncle Roy and Randy for their continued support for the club. 

 

 

Victoria Day Weekend at Pine Flats 

May 21, 2016 

 



From the Handlebars of the President 

Dear BRMC brothers, 

I hope everyone enjoyed themselves at Victoria Day. I did, except for the tooth thing.  Monday was a long day, by 
the time we left Camp the second time it was 11:45 AM and I didn't sit down in my house till 11 PM.  Then I was up 
at 8 AM Tuesday cutting a hole in my building for my new garage door, yup, 16 feet of two layer injected foam steel, 
that's an R9.5 daddy! (Get your mind out of the gutter). 

I was really pleased with the things I saw happening this weekend. Everybody pitched in all weekend and got things 
done and the guests enjoyed it helping out as well.  It kind of felt like a big family gathering and all of the guests this 
year added to that experience. They all appeared to be kind and interesting gentleman.  I'm glad we are the kind of 
group that can attract folks like that.  I also want to thank all of you for the initiative you took to get things done.  It 
seemed every time I asked if something had been done the answer was “yes”.  This kind of cooperation will make 
my job so much easier as I figure out what my job needs to be.  
 
I do want to thank Jeff B and Dave E as well as Jeff C, John D and Mark B for all you did to get me through my first 
Victoria Day as president.  And thank you to everyone else for their part in making this a truly enjoyable weekend.  I 
feel very blessed to be a part of the club with so many wonderful, interesting, fun and kind men.  Ever since I was a 
teenager I have yearned to be part of a club like ours with the kind of men we have and I am proud, honored, and 
humbled to be leading such an organization.  I am committed to moving our club forward into its next evolution, 
whatever that may be, in a way that honors our past and reflects our ideals.  I had some good conversations this 
weekend with members about changes we might make to the weekend and we will be discussing them during the 
next few meetings.  

We will be sending out a survey soon.  Please take the time to fill that out and if there's anything else you would like 
to add I encourage you to do so.  Your feedback is very important to us and it is vital to helping me learn and do a 
better job as your president.  One change from previous years seems to have worked out well is the elimination of 
formal evening entertainment.  This encouraged more interaction with each other and our guests.   This is what I 
think our club should be about, although it did make it difficult to figure out when to sing our national anthems.  

There was something I did not discuss at the last meeting because my tongue was so sore.  This concerned the fee 
for the Victoria Day weekend.  Because the rate jump was so significant over last year there was some sticker 
shock for some of our guests.  The board and I decided to make the increase smaller and spread it out over the 
summer runs increasing them by five dollars per weekend.  The reason the increase was so large was to balance 
the budget and help cover the fixed costs of running the club.  This was my first real decision as president and I got 
to learn about some of the potential pitfalls of making decisions that may have consequences for other people and 
situations down the line.  Looking back on it now I could have taken a couple of other different approaches but that 
is what a learning curve is all about.  I appreciate the subsequent guidance I received. I hope this approach does 
not cause any unnecessary hardship to the club or anyone else but if you have an issue with this please contact me 
directly.  We did have a couple of late sign-ups that helped with the budget so I think we are going to be fine. 

Be well, 
Dan Sweer, Pres. BRMC 
 



Birthday Men 
 
We have these members with June Birthdays.  Take a moment to wish them a great day. 
Iain MacIntyre (June 8); Ron Lowe (June 17); Ron VanDyk (June 20);  
and both Mark Brayford and David Failing (June 28) 

 

Road Captain Rumblings 

Hello my Brothers, 

If you were not able to make Victoria Day this year, we had an awesome time!  Yes, it rained some early Saturday 
morning, but Thurs, Fri, Sun and Mon were wonderful.  The rain did not last all day Saturday, it did spoil the day ride 
for some but once we were north of Entiat, we did not get rained on at all. 

I want to give Kerry Kozuki a really big thank you for leading the run 
on Sat.  It was the first time I rode with Kerry and he really knows 
the roads.   

Thank you for stopping in Bridgeport to see the amazing tree 
carvings.  All the trees on one road died of disease and instead of 
chopping them down completely, the city cut them to a specific 
height and then had a wood carver come out and carve the 
remaining trunk to different themes.  There are about 20 of these in 
total, here are two.  Kudos to the city leaders for this wonderful art 
display, Bridgeport is a really small town and you wouldn’t expect 
this. 

 

Thank you to Tom Curley who led a ride on Sunday to the old campsite, Grouse Creek (AKA mosquito infestation 
state park).  I was able to get some pics of the old plaques that remembered our fallen brothers.  We took the “least 
use of freeways” route and it was a lot of fun.  Beautiful area up back there.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This month we are at the Log House RV Park and Campground in Enterprise, OR.  We will have the group tent site 
and they have showers on site.  We will also be able to have a campfire!  (no ban yet).  Everyone tells me the rides 
are amazing in the area and I’m really looking forward to it.   

Collectively, the Club possesses some amazing knowledge of the back roads across the three regions.  I’m really 
looking to tap that, so if you know of any roads that are fun/beautiful/amazing, please let your Road Captain know. 

Looking forward this Summer, let me know if anyone is interested in being a Road Captain Buddy.  Randy Weisheit 
has already volunteered for Pot Holes, WA in September.  I still need help with Lake Sylvia, WA in July and EC 
Manning, BC in August. 

Thank you for everyone who voted for 2017.  I got some great feedback about each site in regards to which month 
is best for that site and if it is indeed a good site to try for.  Because everyone was very busy at Victoria Day this 
year with all the jobs that had to be done, not everyone had the time to vote, so I’m sending out a voting packet with 
ballot to them.   

I also sent out the voting information to those members who were not able to make it to Victoria Day so that they 
would have an opportunity to vote.  So far only one member has sent their ballot back, thank you Jim Wolfe.  If you 
hadn’t, I might have thought the email never got out. 

I look forward to seeing EVERYONE this year.  Our runs are always on the THIRD FULL WEEKEND OF THE 
MONTH.  No excuses for not knowing “when”! 

Ride safe. 

Mark Brayford, Border Riders Road Captain 2016 

 

Upcoming Schedule  
 
June 17-19  Enterprise, OR 
July 15-17  Lake Sylvia, Montesano, WA 
August 19-21  EC Manning Park, BC 
September 16-18  Potholes State Park in Othello WA 
October 15  Club Meeting  
November 19  Club Meeting 
December 10  Holiday Party 

 

Safety Suggestions for Night Riding 

Once in a while you choose to ride at night. Maybe you’re still a few hundred miles short of your destination when 
the sun sets, or you want to make a night-time transit to get somewhere by the next morning. Obviously, the big 
problem is not being able to see what’s happening. It’s important to keep your lights working correctly and to be 
prepared. It won’t hurt to have extra reflectors and lights on the back of the bike, and large reflective panels on your 
riding gear. It’s important to stay hydrated, and insulated from the colder night air.  

1. Obviously use clear eye protection to maximize your low-light vision. If you normally use a tinted faceshield in the 
daytime, carry a clear shield with you so that you can switch for night riding. If your faceshield has an anti-fog insert, 
remove it to avoid extraneous reflections.  Carefully clean your eye protection at every rest break. 

2. Take frequent rest breaks to help stay alert.  If you start to nod off while riding, take a break as soon as possible 
for a short “power nap.”  If a short nap doesn’t refresh you, that’s a clue you should scrub the ride, find lodging, and 
get a good night’s sleep.  



3. Learn to shift your focus from the lights of an oncoming vehicle to the white fog line at the right edge of the road. 
If you focus on the lights of an oncoming vehicle you will be blind for several seconds after the vehicle passes. 
Focused on the fog line, you will still be able to see the situation in your peripheral vision, and when you refocus 
your central vision on the road your eyes will be adjusted for the darkness.  

Separate yourself from commercial trucks. It’s very difficult for a truck driver to keep track of a motorcycle in the 
mirrors.  Change speed as necessary to avoid riding alongside or immediately behind a truck. If a truck passes you, 
drop back to give the driver room to pull back into line. Avoid riding in the center of the lane, to avoid oil and fuel 
dribbles and loose debris.  

5. Watch for drunk drivers between 11pm and 2am, especially on weekends. Your risks double during those hours. 
If your travel plans allow, avoid riding through big cities at night. Separate yourself from any vehicle that is 
wandering in the lane or changing speed erratically. Never consider drinking an alcoholic beverage yourself before 
or during a ride.  Alcohol degrades judgment, vision, and hearing.  About half of motorcycle fatalities are linked to 
alcohol.  

6. Be aware of the situation, to avoid confrontations.  Never allow another vehicle to pace you.  While you are 
pulling into a gas station, rest area, or café parking lot, scrutinize the people and vehicles already there.  If 
something doesn’t seem right, just keep rolling and find another place to stop.  Carry a few dollars and a credit card 
in an outside jacket pocket, to pay for fuel or snacks.  Keep your main wallet in an inside pocket on in your 
saddlebags.  

Registration for June Weekend 

June 17-19, 2016 

The Border Riders June run is located in Enterprise, Oregon 
at the Log House RV Park and Campground.  This is a nice 
grassy area and there are flush toilets and showers.   
 
You can visit their website for more information about the 
site: www.loghouservpark.com 

The camp is located just north of Enterprise: it’s about 800 
KM or 9 hrs from Vancouver, BC; 360 miles or 6.5 hrs from 
Seattle, WA; and 325 miles or 5.5 hrs from Portland, OR. 

The area is home to some of the very best motorcycle roads 
in the country.  Everyone who has been here in the past says the rides are awesome!  The road north, called 
Rattlesnake Canyon, is pictured here. 

Registration for members is $30 and $40 for guests.  Canadian members and guests are adjusted for the exchange 
rate. 
 
Registration closes at 9 PM on TUESDAY June 14.  No refunds after close. 

Guests who do not have an account on the website may ask any member to register them. 



Send Us Your Photos 

The website has a place for our registered members and guests to easily upload photos you might take on day rides or 
trips.  You can also easily upload photos directly from your smartphone.  If you have a large number of photos or videos 
let us know and we can provide an easier process.  You can also send photos to news@borderriders.com  

 

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member news?  When you get out riding send some 
photos and tell us about what you did.  We would love to add it to the newsletter. 
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