
BRMC GUEST NEWS – August 2013 

Local Ride Activities 

British Columbia:   Vancouver Island – Members and other riders meet Sundays at 10:30 
          at Moka House Coffee,  Cook St. Village, 345 Cook Street, Victoria, BC           

Seattle:           August 11 – Planned Day – Meet at Poodle Dog Restaurant in Fife    
       August 14 – Meet and Greet, 7 PM Cuff 

Portland:           August 6 – Meet and Greet, 7 PM Portland Eagle, meeting and event planning 
       August 9-11 – Motorcycle White Water Rafting in Maupin, alternate day ride as well 

 
 
Fossil Weekend Camp 
 
The camp at Fossil, Oregon was well attended with 50 participants.  Most arrived on Friday night and set up camp at the 
Bear Hollow County Park.  With severe no-burn restrictions in most of central Washington and Oregon we had to settle 
for a lantern on the table rather than a campfire – but we still managed to socialize into the evening.  Fred and Jim 
provided breakfast on Saturday before most of the group headed out on a variety of day rides. 

Left - Highway 19 just south of Spray OR. Between 
us and Cathedral Rock is the John Day River.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below – at the overlook of Picture Gorge  

 

 

Some of the group returned back to Fossil to take showers, 
while others enjoyed a dip in the John Day River.   

 

 

 

 

Saturday evening immediately after the club meeting we 
enjoyed a meal catered into the campsite.  Hit of the evening 
was either the berry cobbler or the amazing baked beans. 

 

 

John D (right) had an accident, but the pain meds must have 
kicked in by this time. 

 

 

 

 

 



As always it was a trick to get the group together for a photo. 

  

 

We also discovered that the 
Dave’s again outnumbered all 
the other names.  What a 
difference a Dave makes… 

 
 
 
 



From the handlebars of the President 
 
The scenic ride into Fossil, OR, was quite special.  Besides the extremely hot and dry weather, I was able to join 
some of the Portland members and had an enjoyable time getting to better know their differences.  They had 
differences in taste and riding style, but they were uniform in their love to ride.  This scenic ride was more of a 
historical nature as the landscape has entombed countless fossils.  The greater Fossil region has become a 
national park and protected, and I felt some inspirational moments of something much greater than myself once 
inhabited this space.  

Along the way, we had a few opportunities for the “twistys,” and boy did we love the twistys! There was one point 
after leaving the town of Antelope, as we were descending into the valley, I felt a “Jurassic” moment where I 
envisioned many dinosaurs occupying and roaming about freely. It was a very cool idea in my mind's eye. 

We had outstanding participation.  Our Road Captain and his Road Captain Buddy Stan did a great job of planning 
and we had some of the best motorcycle rising of the season.  The day rides offered a range of scenery, tight and 
sweeping curves, and even a place to swim in the river.   

Jim and Fred worked hard to give us morning coffee and a light breakfast.  Saturday night was a catered dinner.  
The meal was awesome!!!  All-you-can-eat pork ribs with the trimmings!  It was so delicious, I was so full, and then I 
hurt :-(  Despite the burning ban we enjoyed the common area of the camp for socializing – and yet had lots of 
space to spread out and avoid those that snore….(grin).  This looks like a place we will visit again in the future. 

August takes us to Vancouver Island.  Our members and guests on the Island have the extra expense of a ferry ride 
for all our events, so it is nice for us to visit them.  We are back at Goldstream Provincial Park which is a great 
campsite and offers a base for some fun rides on the Island.   

Our Road Captain Buddy “Salty” is not only working to provide us some great food – but also to introduce you to 
some of the local “Ferry Riders”.  The last time the Border Riders were here, it rained the entire weekend.  But I'm 
expecting better weather this year and the day rides to be very nice.  If you have the time, consider taking an extra 
day or two to extend your weekend and visit other parts of the island.  When you do your planning keep in mind that 
a ferry crossing is required. 

We have had some great weather this summer and I hope you have had a chance to take advantage of it.  Ride 
safely and keep in touch with the local members to see what they are up to.  Hope to see you this month….'Cause 
without you, it's just not the same ;{D 
 
 

August Camping Run Information  
 
August takes the Border Riders back to Goldstream Provincial Park just north of Victoria on Vancouver Island.  
Salty and his crew have planned a great weekend by including all the food for us – preparing it at the covered 
shelter at the group site.  They are planning Friday night 
burgers, Saturday night chicken or steak, as well as 
breakfasts.  There will be a variety of day rides on Saturday 
and campfires each night. We have a nicely private group 
space and there are showers nearby. 
 
The run fee of $65 for guests includes the camping and food.  
You may elect a no-meals option for $35 less, but Salty will be 
disappointed and local food is probably more expensive.  
Upon registration you will receive an informational email with 
complete directions and other useful information about the 
ferry options.  Information about group rides will be mailed 
about a week before the camp. 
 
This is a motorcycle only weekend.  Please contact the Road 
Captain if you need to come by car or truck. 

Registration at www.borderrides.com     
Because we need a food count registration will close Monday August 12 at 9 PM.  No refunds after close. 

http://www.borderrides.com/


Some Random Road Captain Thoughts 
 
Road captain Buddies 
 
I very much appreciated the compliments at the Fossil camp about the event planning.  I am happy to do it and will 
continue as long as it is fun.  However, it takes more than just the Road Captain to make each camp a success – 
and each person contributes in their own way.  For each camp we ask a Road Captain Buddy to assist with 
planning the day rides, the meals, and other camp logistics.  We have support vehicle drivers who haul gear, 
snacks, and water.  We also have members who help with cleanup and all the other tasks that happen to come 
along.  It is this group effort that makes each monthly camp so great. 

We look to have a great lineup of camps for 2014.  Some, such as Pine Flats, are already reserved.   Others are on 
the calendar each to be booked the moment the website will allow it.  As soon as we have a final list I will be asking 
for Road Captain Buddies.  This is not a lot of work, and will give you some experience in working with the board to 
organize each camp.  I encourage you to step up and offer your services.   

Camp feedback  
 
After each camp I send an email to participants seeking their feedback on what went well and where we can 
improve.  We do get some great suggestions and have made changes based on the feedback.  You don’t have to 
wait until after camp to offer suggestions.   

September Camp 

September 20-22 will be our last motorcycle-only run of the season.  Located close to Seattle we do expect a large 
turnout and this is a great campsite that can handle it.  It has a large paved parking area just steps from the 
campsite, a large fire ring, a covered meeting space, two lean-to structures with plywood beds if you don’t want to 
set up a tent – and lots of scattered places to set up your tent away from the noise.  It has flush toilets and showers 
conveniently between the parking lot and the camp.  Day rides include some wonderful roads and we are planning a 
group ride to Enumclaw for Saturday night dinner at a place that can easily handle our group.   
 

Members Health 

It appears that the cardiologist actually found that Bill B has a heart and installed several stints.  We were glad to 
see Bill ride his bike to Fossil and that he is doing well. 
 
John D did not do much bike damage but suffered a broken leg on his way to the Fossil camp.  A trip to the hospital 
in a support vehicle provided an x-ray, some bandages, and some pain meds.  Home in Seattle he had surgery to 
install some pins.  Club members retrieved his bike from Fossil as far as Portland and will get it up to him in Seattle.  
We hope someone will give him a ride to the September camp. 
 
Iain reports that both he and his bike only had minor damage when a woman made an illegal left turn from the right 
lane in front of him.  It reminds of that it is just not our riding abilities, but the ability to second guess irresponsible 
drivers that keeps us safe. 

Liability Waivers 

Speaking of safety:  In the past we used to require everyone to sign a paper copy of the liability waiver.   Today the 
registration for each monthly camp or meeting requires you to accept a waiver of liability.  Based on member input 
we are going to institute a policy of asking all guest riders to sign a paper copy at each local day ride.  A simplified 
copy for all guests to sign will be provided to the local day ride leaders.  We are also going to remind leaders to 
conduct a short safety meeting prior to the day ride.   
 

Birthday Men 

This month we have the following men with August birthdays.  Take a moment to wish them a Happy Birthday.  
Craig S (Aug 9th); Bob and Bill L ( Aug 10th); Brian S (Aug 11th); Buck W and Jim W (Aug 14th); Tom K (Aug 23rd);     
Stan C ( Aug 24th); Jack O (Aug 26th); Jerry S ( Aug 28th)  
 



Motorcycling in Australia 
Luke Bryant is a longtime honorary member of BRMC and is living in Australia.  He sent us this article. 

 
After years of being cocooned in cars and observing how poorly bikers were sometimes treated on the road, I 
became seriously concerned about the apparent indifference of drivers and Governments, toward motorcyclists, so I 
decided to become one and help change driver attitudes. 
 
In 1976, several academic staff at Monash University (my employer) thought I was having some sort of mid-life 
crisis when I first arrived for work - in leathers, on a motorcycle! (I was age 46). 
 
In May 1977, despite its debatable origin, the first official meeting of the Motorcycle Riders’ Association (MRA) was 
called, 16 riders attended the Corner Hotel, St Kilda, to establish MRA’s aims to improve road safety, achieve fair & 
sensible Laws and produce a better image of motorcyclists 

 
My first motorcycle purchased in 1977, was a Suzuki GT185, it 
provided justifiable membership of the Association, while my 
second bike (left) was a Honda CB400F. 
 
The MRA’s media output encouraged motorcyclists to join 
Association and our membership was soon hundreds, even as 
several members wished to establish Branches in their own 
Victorian area, or interstate.  
 
The MRA Melbourne Branch had established itself in a 3-story 
building at 184 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy with workshop facilities 
and recovery vehicle on-site. Branches were soon established in 
other States with local ‘Registers’. as membership rose to about 
4000 in Victoria and thousands more in other States, all promoting 

road safety through user education, Christmas toy runs, blood donation challengers and more, the total supported 
by Red Cross, the Salvation Army, Victoria Police and the Media. 
 
Safety issues, poor road design, loose gravel, spilt oil etc. 
remained a major danger - and the lack of sensible City 
parking facilities, remained a major concern needing urgent 
attention.  Eventually, the State Government donated 
$9.000 toward MRA’s road safety work. 
 
The MRA elected me to their Committee in 1978 as their 
Honorary Road Safety Education Counselor.  My lectures 
were titled, “ROAD AWARENESS, TWO WHEELS & YOU!” 
I published in local Motorcycle Magazines, had joint 
discussions with the Australian Medical Assoc. relative to 
road trauma, and lectured to Schools, Insurance Group, 
Juvenile prison inmates and other organizations. 
  
In our Brunswick Street HQ, May 1978, I acted as Chairman of the National two-day Conference consisting of Club 
Presidents from all States, representing several thousand Nationwide MRA 
Bikers. The Conference had been arranged by MRA Victoria to form the 
Motorcycle Riders Association of Australia. (MRAA).  In 1983, the 
President of MRA (Vic) Damien Codognotto OAM appointed me as 
Chairman of the Victorian Branch.   

 

Soon after, a disgruntled gay member, unhappy with the gay motorcycle 
club established by me, (right) disclosed my sexuality to MRA at a time 
when homosexuality was often rejected, sometimes violently in Australia.  
This was a year before the introduction of Victoria’s Sex Discrimination Act 
so with little recourse I resigned within weeks.  



(Sadly, it has been reported that continued financial mismanagement resulted in the breakup of the National body.  
However, the March 2011 AGM, agreed to restructure and improve the lobbying and advocacy for motorcyclists in 
Victoria by passing the roles to the Victorian Motorcycle Council.  The members agreed, the MRA(Vic) will remain a 
social club and the VMC is now the peak advocacy group for Victorian motorcyclists, a professionally run 
organisation recognised by all government agencies.)  

 
To my surprise, on November 23, 2009 MRA Membership Secretary, 
Anton Lange, presented me with a "Letter of Appreciation" from the 
Motorcycle Riders Association of Victoria as seen in the photo to the 
left. 
 
An extract reads, "For the outstanding effort and work done for the 
benefit of the motorcycle riding community, etc."   
    
Photo below: Fourth and last bike, a shaft-driven GS1000G Suzuki, 
sold in 1993. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1979, I founded a gay motorcycle club called “Leatheriders BC” We rode around much of country Victoria and to 
the Annual Motorcycle races at Bathurst NSW.  Sadly, within the first two years there was serious descent as a 
result of drug use be two members, so I decided to abolish the Club. The photo shows Luke (Above right) in San 
Francisco, handing the Insignia to George Cameron, from Vancouver BC, Canada. George accepted the Insignia 
on behalf of the Leather Archives and Museum: Chicago. 

Following my retirement from the University in 1982, 
time permitted extended motorcycling through parts 
of Victoria, South Australia and NSW. 
 
In late 1983 I began corresponding with a Foundation 
Member of BRMC, Buzz Taylor, to learn he was 
about to leave for Australia as an International 
Exchange Teacher, to be stationed for one year at 
Drouin, Victoria, 50 miles South East of my home. On 
many weekends, Buzz was a guest in my home only 
12 miles from Central Melbourne.  
 
In 1985, other Members of BRMC were also house 
guests. The left photo shows three Charter Members 
of BRMC, Ron Van Dyk, John Mc Lellan and Rex 

Cooley, presenting me with BRMC Colours during their visit in 1985.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Photos: For the 1991, Canadian 20th  “Victoria Day” BRMC bike run, I traveled with members through Stephens 
Pass deep in the Cascade Mountains to Grouse Creek, Washington State, USA. 
 
 

 
Member Activities 

On July 7th Seattle riders met for breakfast and then took a ferry to 
ride from Mukilteo to Neah Bay and back.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Seattle Day ride will be August 11th, meeting 
at Poodle Dog Restaurant in Fife and doing a loop 
around Mt Rainier.  If you did not get an email with 
details contact the road captain. 

 

 

 

 

 



On July 7 Stan met the Portland riders at Dean’s Diner and 
then led us to Timothy Lake by way the Sandy back roads 
and then through the forest roads to Estacada.   

 

Some of the group continued on to Oregon City for a 
milkshake. 

August will take some Portland riders to Maupin for white 
water rafting while others do a day ride on the 10th or 11th. 

 

 

Contributions 

Trip plans, day rides, other member 
news?   

When you get out riding send some 
photos and tell us about what you did.  
We would love to add it to the 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
Other Camping Runs for 2013  
 
September 20-22 Kanaskat-Palmer State Park near Enumclaw, WA 
 
October 8-17  Queer Biker Invasion of Death Valley – via San Francisco 
   This ride to Death Valley requires making and paying for two motel reservations before the cheap 

rooms are gone.   Reservations may be cancelled for a refund, but need to be made or there will not be 
any inexpensive rooms available.  Detailed trip information is available from the road captain. 
 

October 25-27  Silver Falls State Park near Silverton, OR  (FOURTH weekend of the month) 
This is an all-vehicle event and all food will be catered in.  If the weather is good there are great places 
to ride, if not there are fun hikes among the waterfalls.  Last year was a great success – just ask 
someone who attended. 

You can find more information about all these rides at  http://www.borderriders.com/runs.html 

http://www.borderriders.com/runs.html


 
How to become a Border Rider member 
 
The Border Riders Motorcycle club is the largest and one of the oldest gay motorcycle clubs in North America.  Founded 
in 1969 it currently has over 70 members primarily from Washington, Oregon, and British Columbia.  The club provides 
social and educational opportunities for our members and guests interested in recreational motorcycle touring. Our 
diverse, international membership is composed of both seasoned riders and beginners, and we come from all walks of 
life and professions. 

We also accept all types of bikes. Our members ride a variety of makes and models ranging from sport to touring 
motorcycles, and we welcome any motorcycle capable of sustained highway speeds. This is about riding and group 
camaraderie rather than motorcycle brand. The commonality that binds us is the love of motorcycling and the enjoyment 
that comes from touring some of the best roads for motorcycling in Canada and the USA—all in a spirit of friendship and 
safety. 
 
In the off season, we do monthly meeting and look for social activities to keep people involved. These meeting are open 
to members and invited guests. 

We are happy to have guests ride with us as often as they want.  Many riders cannot commit to the time and expense of 
attending most of the monthly events – summer and winter.  We encourage guests to participate in any way that makes 
sense for them. 

If you are able to really participate in the club we encourage you to consider becoming a member.  Riders who have 
ridden with the club for a year may be sponsored by a member.  Ask any member about the responsibilities of being a 
member and if they would be willing to sponsor you.  Your sponsor will work with you to submit a photo and short bio 
which will be posted on our private website.  Members will be informed of your desire to be a member and you are 
encouraged to be sure that other members get to know you.  At our general meeting in January club members vote 
privately on prospective members.  Accepted members receive their colors at a ceremony at our annual Banquet in 
February. 
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